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Bega Challenge 2013 

Reflections on  the AMSA 

Championships Canberra 2013 
A personal view of the ‘Individual’ Tournament 

By John Forrest 

It is often better to report on an event some time after it 

occurred than to rush into print when still sweating on court or, 

worse, swearing off court. Our memories are also tuned to 
erase the bad things that happen to us….at least mine is!   

 These championships hold a special place for me as, for the 

past 19 consecutive years; I have competed in each with 

various degrees of failure and delusions of adequacy. I was 

also heavily involved in the previous two Canberra hosted 

championships. In 1998 I was as a committee member and in 

2006, president of ACT Masters. So, I guess I should know 
what I’m talking about…..which makes a change!  

 These events are a challenge to organise and it is so very easy 

to criticise the efforts of others. Therefore it is pleasing to say 

that the Canberra 2013 Individual Championships were every 

bit as good as any I have competed in….. and, a whole lot 

better than several I will not mention! Of course, one is always 

keen to travel to ‘exotic’ and far flung venues like Darwin, 

Perth, or even ‘overseas’ to Hobart for the AMSA event, as 
any problems with the organisation can soon be forgotten and 

forgiven when on holiday. Mind you, a great fillip to Canberra 

2013 was delivered to the organising committee with, perhaps, 

the most stunning spring weather for several decades. It was 

great to see Queenslanders and Territorians actually sweating 

‘off court’ and looking puzzled and uncomfortable in their 

various woolly jumpers, wondering who had moved the sun so 

far south! Queenslanders are religious folk and it was pleasing 

for local churches to see congregations swelled by those 

seeking answers.   

 The tournament was very ably run by our treasurer Ron Smith. 

The Individuals attracted some 250 entrants, which is about 

average, and much the same number who entered in 2006. Ron 

got the grading right in my event and, I suspect, in most all the 

others. This ensured some great squash in the ‘more 

competitive’ arena of the Individuals. I came Runner-Up for 

my efforts and was rewarded with a superb trophy in the form 

of an ACT number plate suitably inscribed with all the relevant 

details of my event. Modesty does not permit me to name the 

person who was responsible for this inspired concept, not to 

mention the ‘catchy’ Lob into Canberra and Boast about it’ 

slogan! 

 Almost as important as the squash at these events are the 

social functions and the four functions which I attended were 

well up to scratch, a credit to ‘Super Sue’ Parker who has 

become quite an expert in organising these social events... A 

high point of the entire week was the professional touch 

provided by the caterers, our own Jenny Moylan and Mike 

DeNardi,  who ensured that no-one went hungry. As a caterer 

myself for 30 years I was impressed! 

Since the retirement of Paul Bushell, the ACT was once more 

regrettably bereft of an Open winner. These titles don’t come 

easy! However, Mickayla Kerr was the Runner-Up in the 

‘elite’ Womens 35-39 Open.  

Division Winners from the ACT were, (in no particular order!), 

my good mates Denis Mettam and Lynda Hancock. Penny 

Neuendorf, Scott Andison and Graeme Sellar, Bryson 

Hawkins, Sharon Blyton and Stuart Green. 

Runners-Up were Sue Parker, Garry Hampson, Fran Wilson, 

Peter Jordan, Brian Cady, Susan Briggs, Karen Horsfall, Helen 

Chant and ‘Yours truly’. 

Plates of various merit were won by Trevor Smith in the Mens 

80-84 Open ….well done Trev!  Richard Fry, Alan Brownlee, 

Kevin Douglass, Jim Foley and John Smit. 

Well done all the above! 
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The 2014 Championships are in Bathurst, NSW. They have a 

hard act to follow the ACT. The next time the Championships 

are hosted by the ACT will be in…..wait for it….. 2022! I will 

be 78, but I will be certain to again ‘Lob into Canberra…..and, 

who knows, perhaps Boast about becoming the Mens 75-79 

Open Champion!  

YOUR MASTERS’ COMMITTEE 

At the next AGM in March 2014 two of your office bearers 

will be stepping down.  Your President, Scott Caban is going 

on a 3 year diplomatic posting in June and your Secretary, 

Debbie Sims is retiring (again!)  The position of Vice-

President is currently vacant. 

If you are interested in any of the above positions, or indeed, as 

a general committee member please give serious consideration 

to putting your name forward for election at the next AGM 

which will be held in March 2014.   

The positions are not onerous– the hard work of the Australian 
Masters Squash Championships is now out of the way and will 

not be coming around for another 9 years.   

The main focus of the Committee’s work is the smooth running 

of the three competitions a year and the March tournament.  Of 

course there will always be issues cropping up which need to 

be dealt with as they arise.  Meetings are held approximately 

once a month.   

If you think you have something to contribute and would like 

to put back into a sport which gives you lots of enjoyment, 

please consider standing for election and coming onto the 

committee.  It is always good to have new people with fresh 

ideas.   

If you would like further information about what is involved, 

please contact Debbie Sims, either at 

Deborah.sims@bigpond.com or on 0407 296 454. 

ACT Masters Uniforms 

 

Lynda Hancock is going to do an ACT Masters uniforms 

order, please contact Lynda if you are interested. 

Men’s Polo $45 

Uni-sex T-shirt  $45 

Women’s sleeveless Polo  $40 

Men’s Shorts – Royal Blue or White With Pockets “ACT 

Embroidered $25 

Skorts – Royal Blue or White “ACT” Embroidered $30 

Email orders to Lynda Hancock 
Lynda.Hancock@sscs.org.au  

 

Summer Competition 

Don’t forget to fill in an entry form and either email to Ron 

Smith or hand to a committee member. It is important to fill 

out the form as we are trying to update our data base. 

The Summer competition starts on the 3 February and finishes 

on the 14 May 2014. 

If you know anyone who is thinking about joining Masters 

Squash, send them a form we are always on the lookout for 

new blood. 

mailto:Deborah.sims@bigpond.com
mailto:Lynda.Hancock@sscs.org.au
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Keith Jones Memorial Award 

In 2013 committee resolved to establish the Keith Jones 

Memorial Award in recognition of Keith’s contribution to ACT 

Masters Squash. 

Keith was a long term member of ACT Masters Squash, not 

only as a player but as a committee member.  He epitomized 

the Masters Spirit both on and off the court.  Keith passed 
away from cancer in 2012. 

The Committee is now calling for nominations for the 

award.  To assist you, the eligibility criteria can be found on 

the Master’s website.  All nominations will be treated in a 

confidential manner.  Please forward your nomination to 

Debbie Sims at (Deborah.sims@bigpond.com).  Nominations 

close COB on Monday 17 February 2014.   All nominations 

will be considered by the Masters Committee and the recipient 
will be announced at the March tournament dinner dance on 

Saturday, 1 March. 

 

 

This year Lyn Dunmore was the inaugural winner of the 

Award which was presented by Keith’s widow, Judy Jones.   

If you believe someone playing masters squash is a worthy 

recipient, don’t hesitate to put their name forward. 

 

 

 

Play in the Masters Spirit- Giving 

and taking handouts 

From time to time we are all going to come up against an 

opponent who is either much stronger than we are or much 

weaker than we are. In Masters we have an arrangement in 

which the umpire can offer handouts to a weaker player or 

suggest the stronger player gives handouts. 

This process is not going to alter the outcome of the game as 

far as scoring is concerned. It will, however endeavour to even 

up the game for the enjoyment of both players. 

Please don’t be too proud to take and use handouts or to offer 

handouts to your opponent. 

The whole idea of Masters is that both players feel like they 

have played a good game. 

 

Snippets from the Australian 

Masters Squash Championships 

A teenager was heard to say “Why is everyone so old? 
The very embarrassed mother said “Because it is a 

Masters competition, you have to be over 35 to play”. 

The teenage replied “Oh, I thought you played in Masters 
because you were so good”. 

Vicki Kitchen won the quote of the day on the 12 
September with “we weren’t only defeated by good 

squash, we just got beaten by 226 years”. 

 There were reports of mayhem from the Queensland 

camp on Saturday night with a mix of smoke and pure 

blonde apparently causing a bit of a scare. Just before 

lights-out, the old wives in the travelling troupe were 
joking about the inadvisability of sleeping in the nude – 

in case of a fire – when the unmistakable smell of fire 

filled the ladies’ sleeping quarters. The smoke was traced 
back to the kitchen, they found a beer box smoldering on 

the stove, each one thanking their lucky stars they had 

taken their own advice. 
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Images from the 2013 Rolfe Mazda AMSA Championships 

 


