
It has been another 
eventful year for 
ACTMSA. Mark Young 
stood down as President 
at the AGM in April and 
Scott Caban was elected 
as President. The 
committee remains 
unchanged except for the 
addition of Richard Fry. 
ACT Masters celebrated its 
40th anniversary this year and 
the ACTMSA Titles, held in 
March, was an outstanding 
success. There were a total of 
198 competitors over the 
weekend with 205 attending 
the dinner dance at Old 
Parliament House on the 
Saturday night. We had entries 
from ACT, NSW, Queensland, 
Tasmania and Victoria. The 
Victorian contingent know how 
to party and the one-off 
celebratory Tee shirts they all 

came to the dinner in were 
fantastic. Big thank you to 
Darren and the crew for 
helping to make our birthday a 
rip-roaring success. 
By the time this report is tabled 
in September, the annual Bega 
Challenge will have been run, 
and if the squash gods are 
smiling, won by ACT Masters. 
This annual event sees ACT 
Masters players compete 
against Bega Squash Club for 
the rights to hold the 
prestigious RASHES. The event 
is held year about in Canberra 
and Bega, with the New South 
Welshman this year making the 
journey up the mountain. 
The numbers in ACT Masters 
have held fairly steady 
throughout the year, with a 
noticeable decline in playing 
members during our Winter 
competition. The committee 

has tried a 
number of 
different ideas 
to increase our 
Winter numbers such as an 
earlier start time, moving from 
Hand-in-Hand-Out to PAR, 
and three person teams, 
however it seems that people 
just don’t want to venture out 
on those cold Canberra Winter 
nights. If things hold true to 
form, we will see an upsurge in 
player numbers come the 
commencement of the Spring 
competition after the AMSA 
Championships. 
In closing I would like to thank 
the ACT Masters committee for 
their hard work throughout the 
year, and the hard work 
coming up as ACT prepares to 
once again host the AMSA 
Championships in 2023. 

Scott Caban
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Badges of Honour 
Each year at the Australian Masters Squash 
Association championships, Masters players from 
around Australia are awarded badges to 
commemorate the number of national 
tournaments they have attended. 
The badges start with 10 years attendance and 
then progress in 5 year increments and don’t need 
to be consecutive. 
This year we have a number of ACT Masters 
players who have earned their anniversary badges. 

Picking up badges this year are:
10 year badge – Jim Foley and Ron Bates
15 year badge – Sue Parker, Richard Fry and 
Karreen Watt
20 year badge – Heather Campbell
25 year badge – John Forrest
30 year badge – Clare Maunder
That is a combined 140 years of national 
tournaments! 
Special congratulations to Clare for gaining her 30 
year badge.  There are not very many players 
nationally who have attained this badge.

October 2019
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1300 psnews

Please forward 
any items of 
interest to:  
actmasters  
squash@ 
gmail.com   
attention  
‘The Ferret’

Ferret
 

T
H

E“The Pies are on fire”—or not
Actually, the pies were still 
half frozen at the time. 
It was supper time at Woden 
and disaster. The tucker was 
either cold, or—cold. The pie-
warmer just wasn’t. 
The pie warmer in the Woden 
squash courts club room had 
passed on! It was no more! It 
had ceased to be! It had 
expired and gone to meet its 
maker! It was a stiff! Bereft of 
life, It rests in peace! If it 
hadn’t been nailed it to the 
bench it'd be pushing up the 
daisies! Its metabolic 
processes are now history! It’s 
off the twig! It’s kicked the 
bucket. It’s shuffled off its 
mortal coil, run down the 
curtain and joined the 
bleedin' choir invisible!!  

THIS WAS AN EX-PIE-
WARMER!!  
When this disastrous event 
was relayed to the Masters 
committee, much discussion 
ensued on what was to be done. 
After all, we had to have nice 
hot suppers. 
El Prez suggested that we 
might go halves with SCSC to 
buy a new one so let’s get 
some prices. Then this 
offering came from none 
other than our treasurer, 
‘Toe-cutter Ron’. 
 “Don’t worry about 
halves, or quotes, just go 
out and get a new one”. 
The Ferret has it on very good 
authority that at least half the 
committee fell off their chairs. The new pie-warmer at Woden

Oh No!  
Not Again…
The oft-reported and well 
known ‘certain ACT Masters 
squashie’ was returning from 
the Australian Masters on the 
Gold Coast, and as the coastal 
highway was congested with a 
large amount of roadworks, he 
decided to go inland and 
down the New England 
Highway.

Arriving at Armidale at dusk, 
he booked into some 
accommodation and walked 
uptown and looked around for, 
and finally found, a nice place 
to have some dinner. 
Back out on the footpath, he 
turned to go to his hotel, and
—“Foo*” (or words to that 
effect) he said. “Which way is 
my hotel”? Starting off this way, 
then that, then back again, and 
was beginning to panic as he 
couldn’t remember the hotel’s 

name. Then—a brainwave. “Of 
course, my key. It’ll have the 
name and address”. Fishing it 
out of his pocket, he read—  
P.O. Box 437 Armidale… 
“Oh Foo*” he said again.
You will be happy to know 
that eventually sufficient 
memory neurons lined up in 
his brain and he found his way 
back to his hotel, his car, and 
eventually back home to 
Canberra.

🤬

Congratulations 
to Dave Fuller from Bathurst on Winning 
the Peter Wright OAM Award for 2019. 
This was a wonderful acknowledgement 
from the AMSA to Dave on his years of 

involvement with NSW Masters 
Squash and recognised at a national 
level at the Gold Coast this year. 
On behalf of ACT members and 
committee, a big well deserved to 
Dave on this accomplishment.
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The Rashes  
BEGA–CANBERRA SQUASH CHALLENGE 
On 10 August 2019 twenty six players came up the hill from 
Bega to contest the world famous Rashes Challenge. 

Lately Bega has been unable to field purely masters players, and 
have gradually infiltrated a quality of youth into their team, with 
family-affairs Rashes now quite de 
rigueur. This has turned out to be a 
stroke of genius as it has transformed 
what was becoming a bit of a stale 
show into a fairly lively event.

All—well, most of—the players and 
hangers-on adjourned to the 
Kingston hotel (AKA The Kingo) on 
Saturday night and cooked up a storm 
on the resident barbecue grills, and 
everybody agreed it was a real beaut 
night.

Anyway, this year ACT Masters won 
the day—the whole weekend, actually
—and the Rashes trophy was duly 
handed over to ACT Masters.

Total Traction Services 
All Mechanical Repairs and Servicing 

All Makes and Models 

Unit 1a Gillott Street Belconnen 

6251 3115

Bega captain John 
Stiliano presenting the 
Rashes trophy to ACT 
Masters’ Scott Caban

For Sale
We have completed a stocktake of 
the clothing that we currently 
have and are pleased to offer them 
to all our players for purchase. 
Simply contact Al Martin and 
make him an offer he can’t refuse. 
We have— 
Mens Blue Shorts 
Small x 2 
Medium x 1 
Mens Tracksuits 
Large x 2 
Track pants 
XXL x 1  
XL x 2 
Vests 
Mens Large x 2 
Mens Medium x 2 
Ladies Medium x 1

Suppers:  
There has been much confusion about supper. 
Suppers for Monday night 3-person 
format should be supplied by:  
Week 1—Player 1, Week 2—Player 2,  
Week 3—Player 3, then repeat.  
Or to put it another way, 
Number 1 players – Weeks 1, 4, 7, 10.  
Number 2 players – Weeks 2, 5, 8  
Number 3 players – Weeks 3, 6, 9 
Wednesday night 4-person format : 
Odd numbered teams bring supper on odd 
weeks, even numbered teams on even weeks. 
On finals nights suppers are supplied by the 
Masters’ committee. 
Start of Play  
Play starts at 7pm. PLEASE BE THERE  
Of course we realise that some players just  
can’t make it by 7pm due to work, business or 

personal constraints. If this is you, then please 
tell your team captain and your opponent. 
Complete the Score Sheets 
Could all team captains please ensure that they 
fill out the score sheets completely. 
This includes adding up all rubbers, games and 
points. 

Please add the following people to the 
reserve lists on your draws 
MONDAY 

Peter Jordan.  0434 987 674. Line 1.2  
Chris Butler 0438 408780 Line 2 
John Tasker 0413 318 330 Line 2.3 
Robert Issell 0439 092 371 Line 3.2 
Peter Burns 0410 599 456 Line 3.3  (Woden only) 
Karen Burns 0414 596 860 Line 3.3  (Woden only)  

WEDNESDAY 
Peter Jordan  0434 987 674  Line 1.1 
John Tasker  0413 318 330 Line 3.1 
Peter Burns 0410 599 456 Line 4.1 
Karen Burns 0414 596 860 Line 4.1 
Robert Issell 0439 092 371  Line 4.1 

May we please raise  
the following points
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Richard Horlock 
0418 687 887

6231 0822

Victorian 
Teams—
Wodonga 
Earlier this year few of 
the usual suspects 
travelled to Wodonga to 
enjoy the hospitality of 
the Victorian Masters 
Squash players.This 
turned out to be a really 
fun weekend, which I 
had expected it to be 
having seen the Vic’s 
desire to party at our 
March tournament. 
The tournament was well run 
by the inimitable Darren, who, 
having taken over the reins of 
Tournament Director from the 
redoubtable Helena Morgan, 
did a sterling job indeed. 
We were put into teams based 
on Masters player averages. 
This generally made for some 
good tight matches over the 
weekend, with the added bonus 
that we met a lot of mad 
Victorians—well, mad but nice. 
The teams format was similar 
to that of the AMSA Nationals, 
with three-person teams. 
Match points were allocated 
according to the results so that 
winning was based on games, 
not rubbers. 
The Saturday night dinner 
dance was up to their usual 
high standard—good food, plus 
a good dance band, equals a 
good fun night. 

One thing that they do well, 
and is really a nice touch, is 
they nearly always put on a 
‘booze bus’ to their functions. 
For the paltry sum of ten 
shekels, they pick you up and 
take you to the venue, then at a 
suitably late (but not too late) 
time pour you into the bus and 
drop you off back at your 
doorstep. Too easy. 

Some Results 
Section 4 Winners  
CLEM'S CLOMPERS 
CLEM VINEY, Squash Logic  
RON SMITH, ACT  
IAN WYATT, Westerfolds 
Section 5 Winners WTF 
MARK THURKLE, Brighton  
LINDA WING, PEGS  
RHONDA FRY, ACT 
Section 6 Runners up GMH 
GREG DUNCAN, Milawa  
JEFF MARR, Werribee  
HEATHER CAMPBELL, ACT 
The 2020 Victorian Teams 
Event will be their first 
tournament for next year, and 
it will be held in Bairnsdale on 
the 14–16 February 2020. 
That’s just a hop skip and a 
jump down the Monaro 
Highway through Bombala to 
Cann River, then 2 hours west 
and you’re in Bairnsdale. 
If you’re not a tournament-goer 
but sometimes think “Hmm, 
maybe one day…”, then think 
this one—it’s a fun weekend. 
I heartily recommend you put 
this tournament date on your 
calendar for next year. I shall 
certainly be doing so on mine. 

Nowra 
For those who like 
tournaments, I would 
have to say that this is 
the go-to one in NSW. 
This year not only were 
matches played at the 
Bombaderry courts, but also at 
the recently revived courts at 
Mick Cronin’s Pub in 
Gerringong, about fifteen 
minutes drive north of Nowra. 
Mark and Lynda have put a lot 
of work in getting these two 
courts back into action, and 
have even started a regular 
squash comp there. 
Mick has virtually given them 
free rein to do so, as he is 
rapped that the courts are 
being used again.  
Well done Mark and Lynda. 

Tournament Wrap

Some winners from Nowra
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Tournament 
Calendar 

2019 
NSW—Wyong, 26–27 Nov 
Individual Masters event 
NSW—Parkes, 9–10 Nov 
Open Doubles, graded 
NSW—Dapto, 16–17 Nov  
Individual Masters event 
VIC—Ballarat, 22–24 Nov  
Grays Masters, Individual 
NSW—Crookwell, 7–8 Dec  
Non-Masters Christmas 
Doubles, Fancy Dress 

2020 
VIC—Bairnsdale, 14–16 Feb  
Masters Teams Event 
ACT—Canberra,  
29 February–1 March  
ACT Masters Graded 
VIC—Lilydale, 17–19 Apr 
Victorian Age 
Championships 
VIC—Bendigo, 10–12 July  
Individual Masters Event 
2020 World Masters Age 
Championships  
25–31 August 2020 
Wroclaw, Poland 
2020 Australian Masters  
Age Championships  
12–23 Oct Adelaide, 
Individuals & Teams 
VIC—Ballarat, 20–22 Nov  
Grays Individual Masters 
At the time of writing, 
neither Queensland or 
NSW Masters have 
published their 
tournament dates for 
2020.

World Masters Head to 
Poland In 2020 

25–31 August 2020 
The WSF has awarded the 
rights to host the 2020 World 
Masters Squash 
Championships to Poland. 
Fittingly, the world 
championships boasting the 
biggest field will take place 
at the world’s biggest club—the 33-court Hasta La Vista 
Club in the historic city of  Wroclaw. 
If  anyone is harbouring thoughts of  attending this event, 
get in touch with Ron Smith. He should be able to fill you 
in with the information that is currently available.

Player 
Averages  
Our competition committee has 
provided the following description 
of how a player’s averages are 
arrived at.

Player averages are calculated 
after every match each week.

The average from each week is 
added, then divided by the total 
number of matches played, so as 
to provide a final average for that 
competition (Summer, Winter or 
Spring). The final average for each 
player is then used by the 
Competition Committee to 
organise/grade players into teams 
for the next competition. 

Generally, if a player has an 
average of 5 or more, that player 
should go into a higher level than 
he/she was previously in if there 
are sufficient places in that level. If a 
player has an average under 2, that 
player should go into a lower level 
(also dependent on placement 
availability). An average of 3–4 
indicates that a player is in an 
appropriate level to be 
competitive with other players in 

that level, and have good matches 
each week. 

If a reserve from a higher level 
plays someone from a lower level 
—for example, a reserve from 
Line 1 playing someone from Line 
2, the result will not affect a 
player’s average, as it will be 
recorded as dc (doesn’t count).

Calculating Player 
Averages 
A win in three, with the 
opponent’s score under 20 = 7
A win in three, with the 
opponent’s score over 20 = 6
A win in four = 5
A win in five = 4
A loss in five = 3
A loss in four = 2
A loss in three, with the 
opponent’s score over 20 = 1
A loss in three, with the 
opponent’s score under 20 = 0
We are also mindful of some 
players being sensitive about 
posting certain information.  Only 
your name and average will be 
displayed on the ACTMSA 
website.  Anybody who does not 
wish their averages to be posted 
on the website please contact a 
committee member. 
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MONDAY — 
Rolfe Mazda 
Group 
WINNERS: 
Team 5 –  
Frank Cortes,  
George Komorowski, 
Jeff Michael 

RUNNERS-UP: 
Team 2 –  
Lorraine Rae,  
Ron Smith,  
Donna Hewitt 

MUGS 
Team 6 –  
Adam Chad, 
Chad Addison, 
Louise Russell. 

Robinson and 
McGuinness 
Group 
WINNERS: 
Team 14 –  
Shane McKewen  
Karina Sommers  
Antoinette Harmer 

RUNNERS-UP: 
Team 13 –  
Steve Linder 
Helen Potter 
Aaron Chuah  

MUGS 
Team 9 –  
Jeff Row 
Hetty Van der Zwet, 
Desiree Van Kleef 

PSNews Group 
WINNERS: 
Team 18 –  
Des Chin 
Brent Carlisle  
Robert Isselll 

RUNNERS-UP: 
Team 15 –  
Paul Carberry  
Scott Caban 
Michelle Francis-Kerr 

MUGS 
Team 17 –  
Alan Martin 
Clare Maunder 
Judi Martin 

WEDNESDAY —
Total Traction 
Services Group 
Teams 7 and 2 finished 
on equal points over 
the Winter 
competition (164 
points each). A count-
back of rubbers over 
the season also 
resulted in an equal  

number for both teams 
(26 rubbers each). 
Therefore, a second 
count-back of games 
over the season was 
applied to determine 
which team finished in 
second position and 
which team finished in 
third position. Team 7 
scored 104 games, 
whilst Team 2 scored 
102 games. Therefore 
Team 7 played Team 1 
in the Final 

WINNERS: 
Team 1 –  
Bob Allan,  
Amir Sandhu,  
Michael 
Schimmelfennig, 
Alison Fry 

RUNNERS-UP: 
Team 7 –  
Martin Shannon,  
Clare Maunder, 
Sharon Blyton,  
Dom Italiano 

MUGS 
Team 5 –  
David Lloyd,  
Richard Fry,  
Mark Craswell  
Rowan Martin 

Which long term masters 
player was approached 
recently by his darling wife 
with the suggestion that it 
was too nice a day to stay 
at home and they should 
go on a picnic. Being a 
wise man, he readily 
agreed. 
The picnic hamper was 
packed, sunscreen 
checked, hats and camp 
chairs loaded in the car 
and the adventure began. 
Following a brief stop at 
Coolamon Court for fresh 
bread rolls and something 
for afternoon tea, a 
pleasant drive took them 
to the Cotter Reserve for 
the picnic. 
It was a beautiful day and 
there were plenty of 
shaded areas available at 
the reserve. When 
unloading the car it came 
to light that our illustrious 
squashie had failed to 
include the afore-
mentioned picnic basket. 
After much laughter at the 
"seniors moment", the 
afternoon tea was 
consumed whilst sitting in 
the shade, during which 
time our squashie 
promptly decided to visit 
the land of nod…
Eventually he awoke and 
they returned home  
to complete the picnic —
where else but on  
the front verandah.    😇

Winter Comp Results 
Well they’re a tad late, but here they are.

Fe
rre
t

Please forward any 
items of interest to:  
actmasterssquash@  
gmail.com   
attention ‘The Ferret’
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The first week of the championships 
saw 12 ACT players battling it out in 
their age groups.  
Congratulations go to Aaron  
Matthes who won his event.  
In the second week, 12 ACT teams 
fought it out against other states for 
first place over five rounds in the 
Interstate Teams Challenge.   
Results
Individual Event 
Mens 50–54 Division 2 
Winner —  
Aaron Matthes 

Teams Event 
Division 8  
Runners up — 
Martin Shannon 
Julie Medway  
Karreen Watt 
Division 12  
Runners up — 
Chad Addison 
Sue Parker 
Ron Smith 
Well done to the two 
teams who just 
missed out on first 
place, both coming in 
a close second.

2019 Australian Masters Squash 
Championships, Gold Coast Queensland  

Thirty eight ACT Masters players travelled to the Gold Coast to 
compete in the Australian Masters Championships.

real

reason

we

The

went
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ACT MASTERS SQUASH CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE 

  

MONDAY 16 December 2019 

TIME 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Old Canberra Inn 
“Schumack Room” with private beer garden 
195 Mouat Street  
Lyneham ACT  

Music by Sam 

Dancing, lucky door prizes + much more. Santa may even make a surprise 
visit!!! 

Cost: $50 per head 
Buffet 

                       

Please let Sue Parker know if you would like to attend by email along with any 
dietary requirements.  sue.parker@actewagl.com.au or phone 0438800373.  

Payment required by finals night 9 December 2019 
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